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THEOSOPHY AND EPIDEMICS.

Unbenlthy Germs Must be Kiiled by
Spreading the Doctrines of Karma,
At the meeting of the van Theosophical
Sociely, held yesterday, Willlam Q. Judge,
the president, spoke on' the subject of epi-
| demics, He sald: *The United States is
| now face to face with a disease which threat-
ens 1o become epidemic I not prevented
| from enterivg the land. Cholora has been
| hiere once before to devastate and may get in
wgaln, Existing In perpetulty in Indiu it
| travels over he globe by way of Mohamme-
dun pligrimages to Mecea, from thence to
Russia and then through Europe here. It
now skulks in our buy and 1s perhaps aboul
to be bronghtinto our country through other
| polnts. This is a physical cpidemlc, very
| important for the time, but not so important
[in the eyesof the Theosophlst as other epi-
demics which can develop in the mental and
| mnn\l organization of man,
No Theosophlst should deny that sclence
Is right in saying that microbes produce dis-
case and also prevent It. For it 1s an old
| theosophical, ana once secret doctrine, that
i the mlcrobes — then called ‘lives'— are
| divided 1nto two classes, one called *bullds
ers’ and the other ‘destroyers.’ These, it
was hield, warred with each otber, and which
ever side won, the result was disease and
death, or Lealth and life. This, too, the old
Theosophists held was the cause of man's
| term of life, For Ifthe bullders won all the
| time up to maturity they agaln divided
mselves 1010 Lwo classes and, boginning
| todevour each other, at last hmugnl ubout
the I\l‘lll I| ofthe blrd)’ M about 70 years of age,
“The Theosopbists also assert that this |
| microbe theory obtains In the mental and |
mornl‘nlwrnn, and thatepidemies may break |
L out amon en of w moral eharaeter, eausing |
charaeter in persons who |
ry disoreet. The French |
Revolution, 1n whl('h rivers of blood ran, was
brought to its awiul ]’\ll('ll ll' ||m levavll 1o-
crease of mental mier hich produced
moral disease swer p)nguwr rm( numbers of
men, Lynchings and riots, kllch as that (v,\
N Orleans, were of the same origin, ai
were nothing more than the sucden develope |
mentof these criminal microbes In the na-
lures of men who al other times were per-

Turning fo the presont dny Mr. Judgo
| poluted out that in the Unlted States a mi- |
| Erobe’ was: developing. In the. mantal and |
| morul sphere which would sooner or lator

| develop s quickly as to infect large mmnm‘
|

of men. Therecent strike riots and crimes
on both sldes evidenced this, and if o
thoughts, our mental rm-llnn were Xlul‘
anged a vast revolution would be
Irrespective of the rights of
u these struggles, the reason for |
1o be tound In the sel b character ‘
of our (-I\llmmnn which fgnores the idea of
untversal brotb. ‘
Thie remedy pro by Mr. Judge was a
VIgOrOus. SRFeading of the docirines of roln- |

curnation and Karma, together with the
co of good derds by those who

ney. The laborers should
£010 the rich and proach thess a8 companiers
of Klnd acts. The rieh should hasten to show
to the poor by tmmediate and universal
benevolence thi
atended—that 1, as bature'e trustees of |
th and tme. In that way and none

exlsiation is idle, argument on rights and

cgalitles valn. The poor almost to a man

beiieve that the rich oppress them. The mid-

difng well off are beiween the two otber

classes, Theosophy does not seek to abolish

Tights nor fo alter soclal claims. It declares,

however, that each man must serve his |
| neighbor, and that selfish indulgence by the

wealthy o the neglect of the poor 1 a source

of destruction.
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